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Multiple Choice

Identify the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question.
1. A general order that has been set for a particular hour cannot be considered before that hour unless the ___________________.

A. chairman makes a ruling 

B. rules are suspended by a two-thirds vote

C. the member who made the general order grants permission

D. a committee is formed and they give permission

2. If an organization wishes a historical account to be part of the official history of the society, after a presentation by the historian, it must be ____________________.

A. approved by all the officers

B. formally adopted by the assembly

C. referred to a Special Committee for further study

D. in the form of a recommendation from the appropriate Standing Committee

3. Which one of the following is a standard descriptive characteristic of a motion?

A. Other motions which are applicable to the motion

B. The number of times members may debate on the motion

C. The duties of the secretary regarding the motion

D. When the minority may speak

4. Your organization is not happy over the progress of the Membership Standing Committee on recruiting new members, and you would like to take it out of their hands.  What would be the best thing to do?

A. Obtain the floor and say, “I move that we form a new plan to recruit new members.”

B. Rise, and without obtaining the floor say, “I move that the Membership Committee be rescinded.”

C. Obtain the floor and say, “I move that the Membership Committee be discharged from further consideration of the matter concerned with recruiting new members.”

D. From your seat, and without obtaining the floor say, “I move we form a Special Committee appointed by the chair to take the place of the Membership Committee’s duties.”

5. If you were the presiding officer and several members addressed the chair at about the same time after a motion was made, you call should on the member who ______________________.

A. has already debated twice

B. has the same opinions as all the other previous speakers

C. has debated once

D. made the motion and has not debated

6. A motion to Request to be Excused from a Duty ____________________.

A. requires a three-fourths vote to be adopted

B. is often settled by unanimous consent

C. requires a majority vote and permission of the president

D. None of the above

7. Article VI of the bylaws deals with the Executive Board (Board of Directors) and should include ________________.

A. details of the powers of the board

B. the board’s composition

C. how often the board is to meet

D. all of the above

8. Which motion below has the effect of setting the time, and sometimes the place, for another meeting to continue the business of the meeting?

Adjourn

Fix the Time to Which to Adjourn

Recess

Call for the Orders of the Day

9. Which of the following is not classified as a secondary motion?

A. original main motions

B. incidental main motions

C. motions that bring a question again before the assembly

D. all of the above

10. If a convention is called to form a permanent organization, permanent officers are
elected ___________________.

A. before the meeting opens

B. directly after the chairman pro tem opens the meeting

C. after the adoption of the bylaws

D. at a special session after the convention adjourns sine die

11. No motion can be renewed during the same session unless the question _________________.

A. has in some respect become different

B. is proposed by a different member

C. is made and seconded by different members

D. has been successfully appealed by a unanimous vote

12. If you were chairman and were unsure on how to rule on a Point of Order, what would you do?

A. Ignore it and make a ruling after the meeting and include it in the minutes.

B. Submit it to a vote of the assembly.

C. Notify the assembly that a ruling would be made after they debate the point of order.

D. Consult with all the officers immediately and then make a ruling.

13. The minimum size of a board is ______.

A. 4

B. 8

C. 12

D. None of the above.  Boards have no minimum size and are usually smaller than assemblies.

14. If the chair is occupied by a member who is not the regular presiding officer, and the assembly feels that the member should vacate the chair, what can be done by the assembly?

A. Propose a motion to “declare the chair vacant and elect a new chairman”.

B. Appeal the chair’s decision to remain as chairman.

C. Rise to a parliamentary inquiry.

D. Propose a motion to “allow the secretary to preside for the remainder of the meeting”.

15. Which of the following is not a form of amendment?

A. striking out words

B. insert words

C. add words

D. fill a blank with words

16. If the chairman makes a mistake and calls on the wrong member, attention to correct the error can be called by a member immediately ______________________.

A. yelling out the word “mistake”

B. raising a Point of Order
C. raising a Question of Privilege
D. calling out “Question!”

17. A society has a total membership of 180, and 91 members are needed for a quorum.  There are 120 members present.  If all the members present vote, the vote required to adopt the Previous Question is _______.

A. 60

B. 61

C. 80

D. 81

18. What is the minimum number of committee members that can call a meeting if the chairman does not?

A. two

B. three

C. four

D. None of the above.  Only the committee chairman can call a meeting..

19. No motion can be introduced that is outside the object of a society as defined in the bylaws unless _______________________.

A. the chairman permits its consideration

B. the assembly agrees by a two-thirds vote to consider it

C. a special committee recommends consideration

D. the society’s officers unanimously agree to consider it

20. A standing rule passed at one session does not interfere with the freedom of a later session because it can be suspended for the duration of any session by a ________________.

A. majority vote

B. decision of the presiding officer

C. mandate from a majority vote of the organization’s officers

D. two-thirds vote of the standing committee on standing rules

21. If the minority committee report concludes with a proposed resolution, the minority can recommend _______.

A. amendment of the resolution

B. rejection of the resolution

C. adoption of some other suitable motion

D. any of the above

22. When members of a society appear before a committee to present their views on a subject studied by the committee, the meeting is called a _______.

A. debate

B. special committee report

C. hearing

D. mass meeting

23. In a small board meeting of about a dozen members or less, the chairman can _______.

A. adopt a motion without a vote

B. propose a motion to close or limit debate

C. make motions

D. none of the above

24. A report from the treasurer at a regular monthly meeting _______.

A. must be submitted to each member

B. must be in writing

C. may consist of an oral statement of the cash balance on hand

D. must have an audit before it is presented

25. When minutes have been approved by the assembly, the secretary _______.

A. writes “approved” on the original minutes

B. and the president signs them

C. writes “approved” with the date and initials it below

D. announces that they cannot be amended in the future

26. At a regular meeting, the parliamentarian should be seated _______.

A. in an inconspicuous place

B. next to the chairman

C. in the front row of the assembly

D. between the secretary and the chairman

27. The name of the officer who assists the chair in preserving order and sometimes serves notices of fines is the _______.

A. curator

B. doorkeeper

C. sergeant-at-arms

D. parliamentarian

28. When an election is held by a roll call, the secretary should _______.

A. record the vote

B. repeat the vote

C. record the vote and repeat it

D. record the vote and remain silent

29. In the absence of a society’s president and vice-president, _______.

A. any standing committee chairman can preside

B. a chairman pro tem should be elected

C. the secretary can put questions to a vote

D. any volunteer from the assembly may preside

30. In a viva voce election, candidates are voted on _______.

A. in random order

B. in the order they were nominated

C. based on their seniority in the society

D. as determined by the nominating committee

31. Voting by “proxy” is a power of attorney, and it _______.

A. is compatible with the characteristics of a deliberative assembly

B. controls elections without attendance

C. allows voting at a deliberative assembly

D. should always be permitted in nonstick corporations

32. When counting a rising vote, the _______.

A. affirmative is always counted first

B. chair should always make the count without assistance

C. negative is always counted first

D. chair must report the abstentions when announcing the final results

33. The vote on a main motion is 30 for the affirmative and 29 for the negative.  The chair votes in the negative and therefore the motion is _______.

A. adopted

B. lost

C. a tie and is adopted

D. none of the above

34. In an election, John received 50 votes, Mary received 49 votes, and Julio received 48 votes.  Which person received a plurality?

A. John

B. Mary

C. Julio

D. None of the above

35. In order to have a majority vote with 51 votes cast, there must be an affirmative vote of at least _______.

A. 25

B. 26

C. 27

D. 34

36. An order of business that is specially adopted for a given session is called a (an) _______.

A. Agenda

B. Special meeting

C. Assembly

D. Program

37. A motion for a Call of the House is used in legislative bodies to _______.

A. demand a vote on the immediate pending question

B. compel the attendance of their members

C. call for the orders of the day

D. require that the president officially take a rising, counted vote

38. In order that business can be legally transacted in an assembly, a quorum is necessary.  A quorum in an assembly is the number of members entitled to vote who _______.

A. are present

B. must vote

C. must be present

D. may be present

39. Which one of the following motions requires a two-thirds vote for adoption?

A. Amend Something Previously Adopted

B. Main Motion

C. Secondary Amendment

D. Suspend the Rules

40. The form to use to make a motion to Lay on the Table is _______.

A. “Table, table!”

B. “I move that the motion be tabled.”

C. “I move that the motion be laid on the table.”

D. “I move to postpone the motion.”

41. Motions that receive a negative vote should be voted on twice. 

A. True 

B. False 

42. Two main motions cannot be pending at the same time.

A. True 

B. False 

43. After debate has begun, the lack of a second has become immaterial.  

A. True

B. False 

44. A plurality is one-third of the votes cast for a candidate. 

A. True

B. False 

45.  If 50 votes are cast, a majority is 26. 

A. True

B. False 

46. In a viva voce election, candidates are voted on in the order that they were nominated. 
A. True 
B. False 
47.  If a blank ballot is submitted, it is entered as an illegal vote. 

A. True 

B. False

48. A person cannot be nominated for more than one office.

A. True 

B. False 

49. “Incidental Motions” have rank within their motion classification. 

A. True

B. False 

50. The nominating committee is automatically discharged immediately after the members vote. 

A. True

B. False













